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An Analysis of Biological Attack in International Law
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Abstract

The cheap and easy technology of biological weapons has become a
legitimate threat, now. This is no longer limited to the realm of a scientific
mythology, nor is it limited to specific geographical areas. Biological
terrorism (bioterrorism) against individuals may cause death, disease,
weakness and panic in a society, cause social disruption and become a threat
to international peace, security, and public order. Using a descriptive-
analytical method, the present study delves into the subject matter of this
phenomenon, to express the nature and characteristics of biological attack
and then in light of the principles and sources in international law and Islam
gives a jurisprudential and legal analysis of biological attack. According to
Islamic law and jurisprudence, the tenets of human rights and especially the
right to life, and moral values, any biological weapon in any form that
targets the innocent and the civilians is not allowed; It is indeed more of a
“bloodshed” in that many innocents are killed and is a prototype example of
“corruption on Earth” as presumed in Islam.

Key words: Biological Factors, Biological Attack, Public Health, Islam,
International Law.
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1. Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, and of
Bacteriological Methods of Warfare. Geneva, 17 June 192.
2. The 1907 Hague Convention | on the Pacific Settlement of International Disputes
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1. UN. DOC. S/RES/1308, HIV/AIDS and International Peacekeeping Operations, Adopted
by the Security Council at its 4172nd meeting, on 17 July 2000.

2. UN. DOC. S/RES/2177, Adopted by the Security Council at its 7268th meeting, on 18
September 2014.

3. Epidemiologic
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1. Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction, Entered into
force on 26 March 1975.
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1. UN. DOC. S/RES/1540 (2004)
2. Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
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