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This article first examines the relationship between rationalism and the modern
state. Modern rationality proceeds from the status of the human being as a knowing
subject who, relying on critical and self-grounded reason, constitutes the world as
an object of knowledge. This transformed relationship between the human subject
and the world is inseparably connected to the intellectual spirit of the modern age.
Accordingly, the modern state, understood as an integrated whole, cannot be
detached from the prevailing mentality and conceptual framework of society;
rather, it is inextricably intertwined with modern rationality. Against this
background, the relationship between the political order known in Iran as the
Islamic Republic and the modern state is assessed with reference to the intellectual
and philosophical context and theoretical foundations underlying each. The study
concludes that the political order that emerged from the 1979 Islamic Revolution,
which sought to embody Islamic political thought and to establish governance
grounded in Sharia within a polity oriented toward divine revelation, has not
attained the modern state, either theoretically or in practice, when examined in light
of the constitutive elements of rationalism. This conclusion holds notwithstanding
its adoption of modern concepts, terminology, and institutional forms as
necessitated by the requirements of governance in the modern world, as well as the
efforts of numerous scholars to demonstrate compatibility between Islamic and
modern concepts and structures of thought. Accordingly, while critically
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examining these approaches, the article argues that construing the modern state
without due regard for its theoretical foundations and semantic and conceptual
content has resulted in a shallow, reductionist, and superficial understanding of its
concepts and institutions, thereby giving rise to further challenges.
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Islamic Revolution; Islamic Republic of Iran.
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