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In legal systems, secondary victims are persons who are indirectly affected by harm
suffered by another, particularly in cases involving negligence. The issue of
secondary victims may be examined in two distinct contexts: economic loss and
psychiatric harm. This study examines pure economic loss suffered by secondary
victims and the principles governing its compensation by analysing English judicial
practice and relevant sources of Iranian law. English law provides a more developed
and explicit framework for recognising secondary victims. Under English law, where
the elements of negligence are established and a breach of the duty of care exists in
the context of a special relationship involving a particular degree of reliance or trust,
a secondary victim may, subject to certain conditions, recover the resulting loss. The
findings indicate that the principles governing compensation under Iranian law may
not adequately accommodate secondary victims and that claims for such losses face
significant legal challenges. Nevertheless, having regard to Article 6 of the Civil
Liability Act, together with the recognition of the concepts of natural obligation and
future loss, compensation for the economic loss suffered by secondary victims may,
to the extent that it does not impose undue hardship on the tortfeasor, be regarded as
legally permissible. Causation as determined by ordinary social understanding may
likewise constitute a sufficient basis for compensation, thereby moderating the
requirement that the loss be direct. Iranian law appears gradually to be moving
towards recognition of compensation for indirect economic losses arising from the
economic harm suffered by persons closely connected to the primary victim. A
comparison with English law reveals fundamental differences in the respective
approaches and legal requirements governing compensation for such losses.
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