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Abstract

Lease is one of the most frequently used contractual arrangements, and the
allocation of responsibility for the costs of minor repairs to leased property is

Received: among the principal issues arising between lessors and lessees. Under Article 486
;ii?gi’_zg of the Iranian Civil Code, the lessor is responsible for all expenses necessary to
2025/07/11 enable the lessee to make use of the leased property. By contrast, Article 20 of the
Accepted: 1977 Law on the Regulation of the Relationships between Lessors and Lessees
i?ﬁ:gﬁgz places responsibility for the costs of minor repairs on the lessee. Some judicial
online: decisions have likewise held, pursuant to Article 20 of the 1977 Law, that the lessee
2026/06/22 is responsible for the costs of minor repairs. Determining the proper allocation of

such responsibility, however, requires clarification of the legal status and scope of
the 1977 Law within the Iranian legal system, as well as an analysis of the concept
of “minor repairs” with due regard to the distinction between short-term and long-
term leases. Employing a descriptive-analytical method, this article examines the
concept of minor repairs and clarifies the position and scope of the 1977 Law
within Iranian law. It concludes that, in long-term leases, responsibility for minor
repairs rests with the lessee, whereas in short-term leases, such responsibility rests
with the lessor.
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