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The ruling concerning the obligatory nature of hijab (Islamic outfit) remains a matter of settled consensus
among both Shia and Sunni jurists and constitutes one of the firmly established principles of Islamic
jurisprudence (figh), notwithstanding the insinuations and skepticism that have surfaced in contemporary
public discourse. However, a dimension that has received considerably less scholarly examination is the
wife's duty to observe the conventional limits of Aijab and ifaf (outward decorum in dress and conduct &
inward chastity and restraint) in a manner commensurate with the exigencies of spousal and familial
relations. This article addresses the question of whether, as one aspect of the husband's rights over the wife,
a duty exists on the part of the wife to observe the conventional standards of Aijab and ifaf according to the
criterion of customary reasonableness, and, if so, what legal means of enforcement the husband possesses
to secure compliance. Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology and drawing upon established
jurisprudential foundations and authoritative legal sources, the study reconceptualizes this obligation by
expanding it from a purely individual religious duty to a familial obligation grounded in the reciprocal rights
and duties of the spouses. Placing particular emphasis on the Jurisprudential Rule of Reasonable Conduct
in Marital Relations (ga idat luziim al-mu ‘asharah bi-I-ma ‘riif), the statutory duty of spouses to render
mutual assistance in the consolidation of the family's foundations under Article 1104 of the Iranian Civil
Code, and the reciprocal duty of fidelity and the preservation of the sanctity of the marital bond, the article
concludes that the observance of modest ifaf'and appropriate standards of Aijab cannot be regarded as solely
the wife's personal and private concern. On the contrary, such observance constitutes, in certain
circumstances, an integral element of the husband's marital rights and, in other circumstances, an essential
component of the wife's obligations within the familial unit. The husband possesses certain legal means of
enforcement to secure the wife's compliance, but these are circumscribed by the overarching normative
framework of the Rule of Reasonable Conduct and remain at all times confined within the imperatives of
ethics and the preservation of the woman's dignity. The article further undertakes a comparative examination
of the relevant legal concepts in the English legal system, finding that, although English law contains no
statute that directly prescribes Aijab or ifaf as a legal duty, the presence of related concepts, most notably
fidelity and adultery, and their cognates in the law of divorce and matrimonial finance, indicates that the
English legal system is not wholly unacquainted with the legal consequences that may flow from a failure
to observe the requirements of modesty (ifaf) in marital relations.
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Extended Abstract

The ruling concerning the obligatory nature of hijab (outward decorum in dress and
conduct) remains a matter of settled consensus among both Shia and Sunni jurists and
constitutes one of the firmly established principles of Islamic jurisprudence. However, a
dimension that has received considerably less scholarly examination is the wife's duty
to observe the conventional limits of both hijab and ifaf (inward chastity and restraint)
in a manner commensurate with the exigencies of spousal and familial relations. The
present study addresses the following central question: does a duty exist on the part of
the wife, as an aspect of the husband's rights, to observe the conventional standards of
hijab and ifaf according to the criterion of customary reasonableness? Can cogent
jurisprudential and legal foundations be advanced in support of such a duty? And to what
extent does the husband possess legal means to secure compliance? The study employs
a descriptive-analytical methodology and, drawing upon established jurisprudential
foundations and authoritative legal sources, endeavors to reconceptualize this obligation
by expanding it from a purely individual religious duty to a familial obligation grounded
in the reciprocal rights and duties of spouses. The study places particular emphasis on
three foundational principles: the Jurisprudential Rule of the Necessity of Reasonable
Conduct in Marital Relations (qa‘idat luziim al-mu‘asharah bi-l-ma‘riif), derived
principally from Qur'anic verse 4:19 and commanding that spousal conduct conform to
the standards of propriety recognized by right-minded persons; the statutory obligation
under Article 1104 of the Iranian Civil Code requiring spouses to render mutual
assistance in consolidating the foundations of the family and the upbringing of children;
and the reciprocal duty of fidelity and preservation of the sanctity of the marital bond, a
duty embedded in the Islamic legal tradition and supported by both Qur'anic injunctions
and the corpus of narrations from the Prophet and the Imams. The study concludes that
observance of ifaf and appropriate standards of hijab cannot be regarded as solely a
personal and private religious duty of no legitimate concern to the husband. On the
contrary, the observance of both inward restraint and outward decorum (together
constituting the integrated Islamic concept of modesty) constitutes, in certain
circumstances, an integral element of the husband's rights and, in other circumstances,
an essential component of the wife's obligations within the familial unit. The
commitment of spouses to observe the boundaries of modesty in both dimensions
represents a concrete manifestation of the Rule of Reasonable Conduct in Marital
Relations, and may further be understood as a necessary corollary of the duty of mutual
assistance in consolidating the family's foundations and properly upbringing children.
Failure to adhere to these requirements leads inexorably to the weakening or collapse of
the family's foundations. Moreover, mutual satisfaction of the spouses is, to a
considerable degree, a function of each spouse's loyalty and fidelity, for which
commitment to modesty constitutes an essential prerequisite. Furthermore, as derived
from certain Qur'anic verses and prophetic narrations, a wife's observance of hijab and
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ifaf cannot properly be characterized as a purely individual duty; her spouse is both
entitled, by virtue of his marital rights, and obligated, in discharge of his religious duty
of guardianship, to concern himself with this matter. It should be emphasized that the
obligation to observe modesty is reciprocal: the husband is equally required to observe
customary standards of outward decorum and inward restraint in his interactions with
persons outside the marital relationship. Nevertheless, women, by reason of their innate
disposition and physiological characteristics, bear the primary and most conspicuous
responsibility for preserving modesty in the social sphere, a proposition for which
careful examination of the relevant Qur'anic verses furnishes the most compelling
evidence. As with many non-financial spousal obligations, the husband is afforded
certain legal means to secure the wife's observance of hijab and ifaf. These means,
however, do not exceed the general tenor of the Rule of Reasonable Conduct and remain
confined within the broader normative framework of ethics and the imperative of
preserving the woman's dignity. Two cardinal points merit emphasis. First, although the
ethical dimension of this obligation outweighs its characterization as a strictly legal duty,
it is not altogether devoid of legal sanction. Failure to adhere to modesty requirements
may serve as a valid ground for divorce or for the issuance of a certificate of
irreconcilable differences, and in more egregious cases may furnish a basis for
disqualifying the offending parent from custody over minor children. Second, although
the husband is entitled to seek to ensure his wife's adherence to hijab and ifaf, he is
categorically prohibited from arbitrarily resorting to physical violence under the pretext
of enforcing this right. The observance of modesty and preservation of the family's
sanctity are themselves conceptualized as concrete reflections of the Rule of Reasonable
Conduct in Marital Relations, and the enforcement of this obligation cannot be permitted
to exceed that Rule's framework and create a pathway for domestic violence. Legal
enforcement must at all times remain circumscribed within the framework of preserving
the wife's dignity and the imperatives of ethical conduct. The study further undertakes a
comparative examination of the English legal system to identify principal points of
convergence and divergence. The findings reveal that, although English law contains no
statute directly prescribing hijab or modesty as a legal duty incumbent upon women, it
would be erroneous to conclude that the English legal system is wholly unacquainted
with the legal consequences flowing from failure to observe modesty in marital relations.
The presence of legal concepts related to modesty (most notably fidelity and adultery,
and their cognates in divorce and matrimonial finance) indicates that the legal order is
not entirely indifferent to conduct inconsistent with marital modesty. Adultery, a
paradigmatic instance of failure to adhere to modesty and fidelity, has historically served
as a ground for divorce and, notwithstanding the shift to no-fault divorce under the
Divorce, Dissolution and Separation Act 2020, continues to exert influence upon child
custody and the division of matrimonial assets. This serves as persuasive evidence that,
although the spousal duty of modesty has not been the subject of direct legislative
prescription in English law, non-compliance may nonetheless generate tangible legal
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consequences. The comparative analysis thus underscores the capacity of a secular legal
order to afford protection to the values underlying marital modesty through distinct but
functionally analogous legal doctrines, while simultaneously highlighting the distinctive
character of the Iranian legal system's integrated approach, which grounds the spousal
duty of modesty directly in Islamic jurisprudence and the explicit textual commands of
the sacred law.

Keywords: Hijab and Ifaf; Wife's Duty; Husband's Rights; Imperatives of Family Law;
Spousal Duty of Fidelity; Adultery; Iranian and English Legal Systems.
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1. "proportionate means of achieving a legitimate aim"
2. Domestic Abuse Act 2021
3. controlling or coercive behaviour
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1. Adultery
2. No-Fault Divorce
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1. " Subject to section 3, either or both parties to a marriage may apply to the court for an order
(a “divorce order”) which dissolves the marriage on the ground that the marriage has broken
down irretrievably".
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1. Children act 1989.partl. articlel: Welfare of the child. (1)When a court determines any
question with respect to (a)the upbringing of a child; or (b) the administration of a child’s property
or the application of any income arising from it, the child’s welfare shall be the court’s paramount
consideration.
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