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Abstract

The inclination toward Islam has been increasing in recent years, and this phenomenon is particularly noticeable
among prisoners. The present study examines Islamization in prisons in England, France, and Switzerland using a
secondary qualitative data analysis of the book Islam in Prison. The findings indicate that a considerable number
of non Muslim prisoners convert to Islam during their incarceration, while many Muslim inmates develop a deeper
commitment to their religious values. This tendency emerges from the interaction of several factors: psychological
factors such as the need for spiritual peace and identity reconstruction; social factors such as a sense of brotherhood
and collective solidarity; and environmental factors such as structured religious programs within prisons. From a
functional perspective, Islamic values particularly the concept of repentance contribute to reducing recidivism and
facilitating the successful rehabilitation of offenders by creating spiritual discipline, strengthening social bonds,
and reconstructing a non criminal identity. Contrary to negative media portrayals, well designed religious
programs not only prevent extremism but also promote inmates’ inner transformation and prepare them for
reintegration into society through moderate and hopeful interpretations of religion. Accordingly, this study
emphasizes the importance of developing inclusive and tolerant religious programs in Iran, including the expansion
of faith based initiatives grounded in hopeful Qur’anic teachings, strengthening the role of religious inmates as
positive role models, and developing post release support networks.
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