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Abstract

The implementation of justice, as the ultimate goal of judicial systems, requires cooperation
and mutual assistance between individuals and public institutions. Each society, based on
its prevailing values and cultural context, seeks to prevent obstacles to the realization of
justice and may punish those who obstruct it. One significant obstacle is the failure to
report crimes by individuals who are legally obligated to do so. In Iran’s legal system, the
concealment of crime constitutes an omission-based offense, committed by public officials
who are aware of the crime and capable of reporting it. Furthermore, the duty to report is
limited to crimes explicitly specified by law. However, there are fundamental differences
between the Iranian legal system and those of Western countries regarding the obligation or
discretion to report crimes, the reporting procedures, the scope of applicable offenses, and
the corresponding punishments. In the United States, at both the federal and state levels,
there are wide variations concerning the actus reus and mens rea elements of the offense of
failing to report a crime. Compared to Iran, punishments in the U.S. legal system are
generally more severe and vary depending on the nature of the crime and the state. In some
states, under the doctrine of "post-crime assistance,” an individual who fails to report a
crime may be punished as severely as the principal offender. Unlike Iran, individuals in
confidential relationships—such as attorney-client, clergy-penitent, and family members—
are not exempt from punishment. Overall, the U.S. criminal policy toward citizens’
indifference to crime is more punitive, security-focused, and coherent.
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1. 18 U.S. Code § 4: "Whoever, having knowledge of the actual commission of a felony cognizable by a
court of the United States, conceals and does not as soon as possible make known the same to some
judge or other person in civil or military authority under the United States, shall be fined under this
title or imprisoned not more than three years, or both.”
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1. Ohio cdode § 2921.22. “Failure to report a crime or knowledge of a death or burn injury. (A) No person,
knowing that a felony has been or is being committed, shall knowingly fail to report such information
to law enforcement authorities.”
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B) Except for conditions that are within the scope of division (E) of this section, no physician, limited
practitioner, nurse, or other person giving aid to a sick or injured person shall negligently fail to report
to law enforcement authorities any gunshot or stab wound treated or observed by the physician, limited
practitioner, nurse, or person, or any serious physical harm to persons that the physician, limited
practitioner, nurse, or person knows or has reasonable cause to believe resulted from an offense of

violence.’
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1. ‘Whoever, knowing that an offense against the United States has been committed, receives, relieves,
comforts or assists the offender in order to hinder or prevent his apprehension, trial or punishment, is
an accessory after the fact.

Except as otherwise expressly provided by any Act of Congress, an accessory after the fact shall be
imprisoned not more than one-half the maximum term of imprisonment or (notwithstanding section
3571) fined not more than one-half the maximum fine prescribed for the punishment of the principal,
or both; or if the principal is punishable by life imprisonment or death, the accessory shall be
imprisoned not more than 15 years.”

2. accessory after fact
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title or imprisoned not more than three years, or both."
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1. CA Penal Code § 152.3 (2022)" (e) The requirements of this section shall not apply to the following:

(WA person who is related to either the victim or the offender, including a spouse, parent, child, brother,
sister, grandparent, grandchild, or other person related by consanguinity or affinity.".(Amended by
Stats. 2016, Ch. 50, Sec. 66. (SB 1005) Effective January 1, 2017.)

)3 0 540 s pl 53 ygieesle s dn Y
(G) Divisions (A) and (D) of this section do not require disclosure of information, when any of the
following applies: (1) The information is privileged by reason of the relationship between attorney and
client; doctor and patient; licensed psychologist or licensed school psychologist and client; member of
the clergy, rabbi, minister, or priest and any person communicating information confidentially to the
member of the clergy, rabbi, minister, or priest for a religious counseling purpose of a professional
character; husband and wife; or a communications assistant and those who are a party to a
telecommunications relay service call. (2) The information would tend to incriminate a member of the
actor's immediate family.
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